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Medical Malpractice Report
Healthcare facilities are one of the most important and crucial facilities in existence because of the important tasks of risk management prevention. So is the pharmaceutical industry. Therefore, there is always need for great care and precision from medical practitioners performing task because a small mistake can lead to enormous effects on the client. Such is a case that is discussed below where a mistake in medical prescription leads to birth of an immature and disabled child. Literature will discuss this medical malpractice, ethical and legal implications of the situation and the recommendations for prevention of such an occurrence in future.
The Case
A female 23-year old 23 weeks pregnant was undergoing slight virginal bleeding which she suspected to be an inadequate cervix. So the lady was admitted for health check-up by her physician who in order to stop the virginal bleeding, ordered the admission of progesterone. According to the defendant pharmacist in the question, she was feeling ill and tired and was waiting for her to be relieved but her replacement was late with two or more hours and the order from the pharmacist to administer the progesterone. So she had to handle the prescription even though she was not very conversant with the drug.
As later discovered, progesterone had not been administering in that hospital for a very long time now. It did not even exist in the hospital. On her drug search, she just typed in the drug mnemonic sig and immediately the drug that appeared was the Prostin. Just like that without consulting or questioning the different name, she dispensed Prostin to the pregnant woman. Prostine is a drug that is mostly used in abortion procedures and it causes ripening of the cervix and brings about the labor-the opposite of what progesterone does. 
The woman after taking the drug underwent active labor resulting in delivering a premature 23-week child. She delivered a very impaired boy who required incubation and specialized hospitalized care. This matter was discovered the next day by the pharmacist who later narrated to the woman what had happened and the woman complained that the nurse should have been more careful and should have not just assumed the name difference of the drugs. She further added that she should have entered the correct name of the drug in the computer or even called the pharmacist to inquire about the name difference and the function of the drug. This was the reason why both the nurse and the hospital were termed as the co-defendants in the litigation that followed.
Assessing the Case both Legally and Ethically 
	Such a case can be accessed both from a legal and ethical perspective.  In most of such cases even though sometimes physicians are also found liable to medical malpractices, for example, the above case, in most occasions pharmacists are the most affected groups occasionally found guilty of medical malpractices. In the above case, ethically, it was responsible for the pharmacist to be more precise about the issuing of the medicine. She had many options that she could have used to solve the misunderstanding – no wonder the pharmacist was unable to explain why she did what she did the following day.
	Secondly, it is shown that the nurse, who was supposed to relieve the defendant nurse, was late for two or more hours in taking the shift. This is very unethical work style. Being late for the shift might have been the reason why the premature baby was born and could have been prevented if she had been on duty when supposed to. In addition, the fact that she was ill and feeling unwell was enough reason ethically not to work. The work ethics are not only concerned about the welfare of the clients but also the working conditions of the workers as well as their physical health in the workplace (Farrow, 2010). This means that both the physician and the pharmacist were responsible for the accident for not following the welfare of the workers ethically.
	From a legal perspective, medical practitioners are supposed to practice maximum care when at work because occurrences of mistakes that affect the patients can be punishable by law which would require compensation of the damage done or even termination of a medical practitioner career (Robert, 2017). In the above case, the pharmacists were not very keen in following the legal rules of practicing precision and care for the patients. Other activities that indicate less following of the desired legal requirements included, poor following of the routine, where a worker would be late on schedule for more than two hours, the defendant pharmacist was working overtime while feeling unwell.
	Recommendations on Avoiding Re-curring of such a Case
	From the medical organization perspective, there are a number of things that can be done to prevent occurrence of such a case again. Firstly and importantly, would be development of rules and laws that would govern the operations of the health practitioners in the health center. Such health rules would be, not to dispense any medicine which a medical practitioner is not conversant with no matter how similar it looks to another one. In such a case instead, they should perform appropriate research of the medicine or seek advice from other medical practitioners who are conversant with the medicine (Chandra et al., 2009). This research should furthermore be notified to every member in the health center or updated in the computer description of the drug.
	Secondly, the health center should create an appropriate procedure of searching for the drug prescription and provide a properly defined and approved sig codes that would reduce accidents. A medical practitioner would be required to follow the syntax to the latter. Apart from emphasizing the danger of assuming the similar sounding names of drugs which could be very different and unrelated drugs, the pharmacy computers could also be fitted with spelling control measures that could spelling of drug names and ask for confirmations of the drugs to be selected before giving the description of the drug (NewsRX, 2014).
	Thirdly, the law should state that consultancy should be done when there is any doubt about any unclear prescription and contradictions that the medical practitioner may experience in the course administering drugs or looking for the prescriptions. Moreover, the law may include second supervision of drugs before they are disseminated to the patient by another pharmaceutical officer. This would be enough safety measures in ensuring the quality, quantity and the proper dosage is administered to the patient.
	In summation, the occurrence of medical malpractices is a widespread problem which can be avoided if the medical practitioners are keen on their profession and follow the rules both ethically and legally. In fact, the laws are enforceable where they overlook an aspect mentioned in the law and the work ethics and ends up making a mistake that affects the clients. There are different measures that can be taken to prevent occurrences of medical malpractices as discussed in the essay. One thing in common is the keenness of the medical practitioners while carrying their day to day activities in the treatment. Therefore, I can conclude that the medical employees need to be conscious of what they do at all time to avoid petty mistakes which can have dangerous consequences on patients.
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